A Swarm of Butterflies
On the 19th of September 1867, P. B. Sibley, of St. Joseph, Mo., sent us a specimen of Danais archippus, with a statement that he saw millions of them filling the air to the height of three or four hundred feet, for several hours, flying from North to South, and quite as numerous as the locusts (grasshoppers) had been the year before.
The cause of their thus congregating in such numbers has hitherto remained, and probably ever will remain a mystery. Insects, otherwise solitary in their habits, sometimes congregate thus, for the purpose of emigration; but in the present instance, their being seen in such numbers may be accounted for by the weather of July and August being favorable to the wellbeing of the caterpillar.
No alarm need be felt at these hosts of butterflies, for they themselves are incapable of doing any injury, while their caterpillars cannot be considered injurious, feeding as they do on a useless weed. We found them plentiful last month on plants of the Asclepias curassavica that were being cultivated in a flower garden, but they were easily picked off. 
